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EPSILON CHAPTER RULES
ARTICLE I:  NAME


The Epsilon Chapter of Alpha Pi State (South Dakota) of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International was organized November 21, 1948, by Dr. Annie Webb Blanton, a national founder, and hereafter is known as Epsilon Chapter.     

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSES

The purposes of Epsilon Chapter shall be to:

1. Promote the purpose of The Delta Kappa Gamma

     Society International as found in the CONSTITIUTION,

     ARTICLE II.

2. Support the purposes of Alpha Pi State organization as 

      found in the ALPHA PI STATE BYLAWS, ARTICLE II.

ARTICLE III:  MEMBERSHIP

Section A:  The membership of Epsilon Chapter shall be composed of active, reserve, and honorary members.  All membership shall be in accordance with the CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE III.

Section B.  Procedure for Accepting Active Members
1. Written applications for new active members shall be submitted to the Membership Committee by October in order to access the candidate’s qualifications.

2. The sponsoring member may invite the prospective member to attend a meeting as her dinner guest.

3. The Membership Committee shall present to the membership at the November meeting the names and resumes of the candidates.

4. Chapter members shall vote on candidates at the November meeting.  

5. Immediately following the November meeting, the president shall issue a formal invitation to the candidates to become members of Epsilon Chapter, request their 
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     (2)  Send a biennial report to international.

ARITCLE X:  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED  

(current edition) shall govern the proceedings of Epsilon

Chapter in all instances in which this authority is not 

Inconsistent with the CONTITUTION, ALPHA PI STATE

BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES.

ARTICLE XI:  AMENDMENTS

1.  The Epsilon CHAPTER RULES shall be amended at

     the second meeting of the second year of the biennium.
2.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present is 

        required to amend the CHAPTER RULES.

ARTICLE XII  DISSOLUTION

In the event that it should become necessary to dissolve Epsilon Chapter, the procedure shall be in accordance with International STANDING RULES.

14

at the state convention for the Women in Art Show.

(3) Send a biennial report to international.

         d.  Research

              (1)  Conduct the research program of the chapter and

                    develop educational research.

              (2)  Send a biennial report to international.

         e.  Music Representative

              (1)  Provide for use of music as an integral part of 

                    programming.

              (2)  Use music to enhance appreciation of the Society’s

                    Purpose I and VI of the CONSTITUTION, 

                    ARTICLE II, and to give dignity and beauty to 

                    programs.  

1. Educational Service

    a.  Communications

         (1)  Significant news of members should be submitted 

               to the editor of the State Newsletter three times 

               each year.

         (2)  Pictures and news items are to be submitted 

               whenever appropriate.

 (3) Compile a chapter newsletter for each meeting.

         (4)  Send a biennial report to international.

    b.  Scholarships

         (1)  The chairman should inform members of the types

              and deadlines of state and international

              scholarships regularly.

         (2)  Send a biennial report to international.

   c.  World Fellowship

         (1)  The chairman should inform members about

               World Fellowship.
         (2)  Provide opportunities at meetings for voluntary

       donations for World Fellowship.

 (3)  Send a biennial report to international.

d.  Awards

      (1)  State Awards

            The awards committee recommends the names of 

            chapter members for the State Achievement 

            Award.
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presence at an orientation meeting and request a


formal answer by February.

6. The Chapter President and Membership Chairman shall

      organize the orientation session.

7. New members shall be initiated at the February meeting.

Section C.  Reserve Members

1. Reserve members shall be formerly active members who

      are retired from educational work and who are unable to

      participate fully in the activities of the chapter because of

      location or unable to attend because of physical 

      disabilities.  

2. Reserve status shall be granted by a majority vote.

Section D.  Honorary Members

1. Chapter honorary members shall be recommended by

     members to the Membership Committee.  

2. Initiation of chapter honorary members shall be at the

     chapter’s initiation in February.

Section E.  Transfer of Membership
1. Only active and reserve members in good standing may

      be transferred from one chapter to another upon 

      application to the International Headquarters.

2. The membership shall be reminded annually of the 

      process for transfer of membership.  

Section F.  Attendance Requirements

1. Members shall be expected to attend every meeting.

2. Illness, family emergency, inclement weather, extended travel, and/or a professional conflict excuses a member from attendance at meetings.

2
Section G.  Resignation and Termination

1.  Any member wishing to resign from the chapter shall submit

     a letter of resignation which states the reason(s) for

     resignation.  These reasons shall appear in the chapter

     minutes.

2.  Any member who does not pay her dues by October 31st 

     shall be dropped by the treasurer after communication with

     the member by the treasurer.

3.  If a member makes reservations for the meeting but does not

     attend, this member could be asked to pay the price of the 

     dinner to the treasurer if she has not cancelled within 24 

     hours.

ARTICLE IV:  FINANCES
Section A.  Financial matters shall be in accordance with the CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE IV, and STATE BYLAWS, ARTICLE IV.


Section B.  Annual Dues
1. Chapter dues shall be determined by a two thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at the February or March meeting if changes are desired.

2. Special assessments, if needed, shall be determined annually by a two-thirds (2/3) chapter vote at a regular chapter meeting.

3. Annual chapter, state, and international dues and fees for the year beginning July 1,  shall be collected by the chapter treasurer at the September and October meetings.  They are due by November 1.

4. For active members, current dues are $40.00 international, state $11.00, chapter $9.00 and scholarship $1.00
5. For reserve members, current dues are $20.00 international, $5.00 state, scholarship $1.00, and chapter $2.00
6. Required payments shall include local, state, and international dues, scholarship, publications and initiation fees.

7. If a reserve member is unable to pay her dues, the chapter shall pay them.  
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Program of Work

     a.  Program:  Second Vice-President

          (1)  The Program Committee shall consist of the 

                 chairman of each of the following committees:


            Professional Affairs and Legislation, Personal

                 Growth and Services, Research and Music.


     (2)  The Committee shall identify the focus as 

                 formulated by International and coordinate the 

                 programs to develop this focus.

          (3)  Prepare and distribute the yearbook which shall 

                 be an historical record.

     b.  Professional Affairs and Legislation

          (1)  Develop an action program designed to foster a

                climate of mutual respect and cooperation with the 

                profession and to strengthen recruitment practices.

                Focus on Proposes III and IV in the


          CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE II.

          (2)  Contact the NSU Foundation for the amount of

               money available for the recruitment grant and the

               names of the two recipients to be announced at the

               April meeting.

          (3)  Study and recommend action on professional

               problems and initiate action in the field of 

               legislation to improve education and status of

               women educators.
          (4)  Write a resume of chapter legislative actions and

                Send to the state legislative chairman by March 1.

               The chapter which shows the best effort to promote 

               interest in legislation is given a certificate at the 

               state convention.

          (5)  Send a biennial report to international.

   c.  Personal Growth and Services

        (1)  Develop and implement a program designed to 

              enrich the personal lives of members.  Focus on 

              Purposes I, V, VII in the CONSTITUTION, 

              ARTICLE II.

        (2)  In odd years, encourage members to enter art work 
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                     the past chapter treasurer and two others 

          appointed by the president.

         (2)  Responsible for developing an annual budget to

                be presented to the membership at the September

                meeting.


    (3)  Oversee budget expenditures for the year.

     b.  Membership and Calling

         (1)  The Membership and Calling Committee is 

                appointed by the First Vice-President.

         (2)  Responsible for calling members prior to each

       chapter meeting reminding them of meeting time,

       place, and other needed information as relayed to

       them by the First Vice-President.

(3)  Call the First Vice-President prior to each meeting and report the number of members attending and names of those not attending.

(4)  Review membership applications.

(5)  Help with orientation of new members and initiation

       as assigned by the First Vice-President.

  c.  Nominations

      (1)  The Nominations Committee is appointed by the 

             president.

      (2)  Responsible for preparing the biennial slate of

            officers for the February or March meeting.

      (3)  Select appropriate candidates, if any, for state

            offices when required.

      (4)  Send names, addresses, phone numbers, and 

            email addresses of newly elected officers to the 

            state president and the international executive 

            secretary no later than May 15 or the date 

            designated by the state president.

   d.  Chapter Rules Revision Committee

      (1)  Appointed by the president

      (2)  Present amendments to the chapter members at 

            the first meeting of the second year of the 

            biennium.  
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Section C.  Special funds

1. An initiation fee of $10.00 shall be required of all

     members except honorary members which are $2.50 for 

     international, $2.50 for state, and $5.00 for local.

2. For honorary members the chapter pays a life-time fee of 

     $35.00 for international publications.

3. Special funds are voluntary payments by members

     unless voted as a requirement by the chapter.

4. Northern State University Recruitment Grant Fund.  A

     contribution to the Recruitment Grant Fund shall be

     voluntary.

5. World Fellowship.  A contribution to the World Fellowship

     shall be voluntary.

6. Dinner/Brunch Fund.  Money for dinners and brunches

     shall be collected by the chapter treasurer at each 

     chapter meeting.

Section D.  Financial Controls

1. The annual budget prepared by the Finance Committee

      shall be approved by chapter vote no later than the

      September meeting.

2. All expense vouchers shall be approved by the president

     before payment is made by the treasurer.

3. The state convention money is to be divided

      proportionately to cover expenses but not to exceed

      budgeted amount.

4. No one individual shall be reimbursed more than $500.00

      for a regional or an international convention.  If more

      than one individual attends, the budgeted amount is

     divided evenly.

5.  The state pays for one car, one way for mileage.  The 

chapter will pay the same amount for the return trip.

4 
ARTICLE V:  ORGANIZATION

The organization of Epsilon Chapter shall govern the conduct of its business in a manner consistent with the CONSTITUTION, the ALPHA PI STATE BYLAWS, and the EPSILON CHAPTER RULES.   The areas served by Epsilon Chapter shall be Brown County.

ARTICLE VI:  OFFICERS

Section A.  Chapter Officers

1. The officers of Epsilon Chapter shall be a president, a first vice-president, a second vice-president, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary and a treasurer.

2. The chapter officers, except the treasurer and the parliamentarian shall be elected in even-number years by a majority vote.

      a.  The term of each elected officer shall be two years.

           All officers shall take office on July 1st following their

           elections.

      b.  The treasurer shall be selected by the Executive

Board each biennium and shall serve for no more than three terms.

c. The parliamentarian shall be appointed by the   president.

3. The filling of vacancies shall be in accordance with the

       CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE VI, Section D.  

Section B.  Duties of Officers

In addition to the duties outlined in the CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE VI, Section B, the officers of Epsilon Chapter shall fulfill the following specified responsibilities.

1.  The President shall

     a.  represent the chapter as a voting member of the
     Executive Board.  If she is unable to attend, she may
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the past chapter treasurer and two other members

8.  A parliamentarian, appointed by the president, shall

     serve as outlined in the CONSTIITUTION, ARTICLE VI,

     Section B.  

Section C.  Nominations and Elections

1. The Nominations Committee shall present a slate of   

      officers at the February or March meeting.

2. Nominations may be made from the floor with prior

     consent of the nominees.

3. Election of officers shall be held at the February or 

      March meeting.

4. A majority vote shall be required for election.

5. Installation of officers shall be held at the April meeting.

ARTICLE VII:  MEETINGS

Section A.  Chapter Meetings

1. Epsilon Chapter shall hold six (6) business meetings

      annually.  The April meeting shall be a founder/birthday

      celebration, a ceremony of remembrance, and the

      installation of officers held biennially.

2. Time and place of meetings shall be determined by the 

       Executive Board.

3. A quorum shall be one more than half of the chapter

      membership.

4. A roll call vote, as specified in the CONSTITUTION,

      ARTICLE IX, Section A 2d, may be ordered.  

Section B.  Special Meetings

1. Special luncheons or teas may be held for the purpose of

      fellowship, scholarship funding or for reasons so 

      designated by the Executive Board with membership

      approval.
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ARTICLE VIII:  EXECUTIVE BOARD

1. The members of Epsilon Chapter Executive Board

      shall be the elected officers, the treasurer and the

      immediate past president.  The parliamentarian shall 

      serve as ex-officio member without vote.  Other


members of the chapter may be invited to meeting

      for consultation.

2. The Executive Board shall function in accordance with 

      the CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE VII, Section C, and the

      ALPHA PI STATE BYLAWS, ARTICLE VIII.

3. Meetings of the Executive Board shall be held at least 

      two (2) times a year.  Special meetings may be called

      by the president.

4. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the voting 

     members of the Executive Board.

5. The Executive Board shall prepare recommendations

      for action to be presented to the chapter to vote.   

     Additional recommendations by individual members may

     be made from the floor during any chapter meeting.

ARTICLE IX:  COMMITTEES

Section A.  Chapter Committees
Epsilon Chapter committees shall be established in 

Accordance with the CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE VII,

Section B, C and D, and ALPHA PI STATE BYLAWS,

ARTICLE IX.

Section B.  Standing and Special Committees
There shall be standing committees and special committees in Epsilon Chapter with members designated to handle specified responsibilities whenever the membership decides.  These are appointed by the president.

2. Society Business

     a.  Budget and Finance


    (1)  Budget and Finance Committee is comprised of
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              appoint an official representative who shall have full

         privileges of participation.  

     b.  call special meetings of the Executive Board.

     c.  arrange for chapter officers and committee chairmen 

          to attend the state convention.

     d.  share with chapter members items of interest 

          communicated to her by State and International.

     e.  appoint the chairman of the committees for which

          she is responsible and work through those committees

     f.  see that the names, addresses, phone numbers, and

         email addresses of chapter officers and committee 

         chairman are sent to the state president no later than

         May 15th or the designated date set by the state

         president of even numbered years.  (Duty of

         Nominations Committee).

    g.  remind the members that OUR HERITAGE Volumes I 

         II are in the possession of the Chapter Historian for the

        use of all members.  these books shall be displayed 

        once a year at the April meeting but also made 

        available to all members at any time of the year.

    h. send an annual report to international.

2.  The First Vice President shall

a. serve as chairman of the membership and calling

      committee.

(1) appoint the committee and assign calling

      responsibilities.

(2) contact callers prior to each meeting and 

      appraise them of any information that needs

      to be relayed to members.

(3) have callers report back the members

     attending and names of those not attending.

(4) meet with the committee to review candidates

     for membership.

b. act in place of the president when the need arises and 

      assist with chapter meetings by

(1) contacting the food service at Northern State

      University by a specified time of the number

      of members attending.
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   (2)  displaying the chapter banners.

     c.  direct activities pertaining to membership by

               (1) giving periodic reminders to the members 

                     about the responsibilities of membership.

(2) present short programs on membership and

      identifying potential members.

(3) distributing and collecting new member 

      applications.

(4) preparing the membership ballot for the 

      November meeting.

(5) keeping biographical information on members

      and updating each biennium.

  d.   serve as orientation and initiation chairman by

            (1)  coordinating with the president on the 

                  orientation date for potential members prior

                  to initiation.

(2) conducting the orientation and reviewing the

       initiation format with new members.

(3) reviewing initiation format with the officers.

(4) collecting biographical information from each

       new member on the day of initiation to be 

       placed in the biographical book.

(5) being responsible for flowers, materials and 

       table arrangements for the initiation.

e. chair the Ceremony of Remembrance serve at the 

      April meeting.  (Refer to the Rituals Handbook for

      the service.)

f. send an annual report and a biennial report to 


     International.

g. be responsible for sending information about the 

      deceased member to the state membership chair

      along with a picture to be used for the State 

      Ceremony of Remembrance Service.

h. act in place of the president when the need arises and 

      perform those duties assigned to her by the president

      and/or Executive Board.
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The Second Vice-President shall

a. serve as Program Chairman

b. appoint the committees and the chairman for the

      program of work.

c. act as hostesses to invited guests and/or speakers

      at chapter meetings.

d. be responsible for the yearbook and send one copy to

      the state program chairman and one copy to the state

      president.

e. send a biennial report to international.

3. The Recording Secretary shall

a. follow the duties outlined in the CONSTITUTION,

     ARTICLE VI.

b. keep a record of those absent listed in the 

      secretary’s record book.

4. The Corresponding Secretary shall

a. send a card to members who are ill and a written

      expression of sympathy in all other instances.

b.   send a card to the family of a deceased member

informing them of a memorial given to the NSU

Foundation Recruitment Grant.

5. The Treasurer shall

      a.  purchase a President’s pin by mid-March to be 

           presented to the president at the time of her 

           installation.

  b.  prepare a summary of the chapter income and

      disbursements and report at each chapter meeting.

c. upon the death of a member, the treasurer shall send 

      a check of $5.00 to the NSU Foundation for the 

      Recruitment Grant.

d.  send an annual report to international.

6. The Immediate Past President shall

    a.  serve on the Chapter Executive Board

    b.  present the President’s pin at installation.

    c.  conduct the installation ceremony.
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